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AN 
ADDRESS, &c. 


MY CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, 


] caxxor leave this city, as I foon 
| ſhall, without taking an opportunity of 
expreſſing the great ſatis faction I have re- 
ceived from your conduct, in ſtanding 
forth, as you have done, in the cauſe of 
important truth, by forming yourſelves 
into a ſociety profeſſedly unitarian, in a 
part of the world in which no ſuch thing 
exiſted before, and this without waiting for 
the concurrence of the great, the wealthy, or 
the learned, or even that of any conſiderable 
number of perſons of any claſs. Such 
was the truly glorious conduct of the pri- ' 
mitive chriſtians, who, mindful only of 
their obligation to confe/+ their Lord before 
men, nobly diſregarded all calumny on 
account of fingularity, or reputed hereſy. 
Though conſidered. as a /#& every where 


Spoken 
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ſpoken againſt, and their teachers as men 
who turned the world upſide down, they ſtea- 
dily perſevered in their courſe, 

| The ſtate of the world in their times was 
ſuch as it is now generally acknowledged, 
required to be turned upſide down; and 
ſuch, in a great meaſure, is its ſtate at pre- 
ſent, Idolatry has found its way into the 
chriſtian, as it did into the heathen world. 
And though the Proteſtants havepurged their 
temples of many of their idols, they have 
all retained one object of divine worſhip, 
who, if he could himſelf interfere in the 
affairs of the world, would reject the im- 
pious homage with the greateſt indignation. 

By this you are aware that I mean that 

ſon and faithful ſervant of God, whoſe 
meat and drink was to do his will, who having 
finiſhed the work that was given him to do, is 
now aſcended to his father and our father, to 
his God and our God, and to whom all power 
in heaven and earth is given. What was 
thus given him, as the reward of his faithful 
ſervices, he was the laſt to arrogate, having 
uniformly declared that he could do nothing 


of 
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of himſelf, but that the Father, who was in, 
and with him, did the works, thoſe great and 
miraculous works which proved his divine 
miſſion. The man who uſed this language 
could not, certainly, at that time have had 
any knowledge, or ſuſpicion, that he would 
ever be worſhipped as God, in all reſpects 
equal to the Father, whoſe ſervant he ever 
eſteemed it his greateſt honour to be. 

From churches ſo fundamentally corrupt, 
though nominally chriſtian, you do well to 
ſeparate yourſelves, and to do it in the 
moſt public manner. This it would have 
been our duty to do, though we ſhould 
have run the greateſt riſk in ſo doing; be- 
cauſe the fear of God, and a regard to im- 
portant truth, ſhould be a principle of 
action ſuperior to every other. But, hap- 
pily, in this free country the diſcharge of 
this duty is comparatively eaſy, but there- 
fore of ſtronger obligation. ere the doc- 
trine of thetrinity is not guarded by pains and 
penalties, and the denying it is not deemed 
to be b/aſphemy, puniſhable with confiſcation 
of goods and impriſonment as in England, 

and 
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and in many other countries with death. 
The extreme impolicy of ſuch meaſures is 
univerſally reprobated here, and inquiry 
on the ſubject of religion being perfectly 
free, truth has all the advantage that its 
warmeſt friends can wiſh it to have. You 
will, I doubt not, ſhew that thete is no 
danger whatever to any ſtate from this li- 
berty, as enjoyed by unitarians, any more 
than by any other denomination of chriſ- 
tians, by your being equally the friends of 
peace and good order, and by the exerciſe 
of meekneſs and candour towards thoſe 
who differ from you. 

At the ſame time that you ſhew a juſt 
zeal for your peculiar principles, as uni- 
tarians, do not fail to diſcover a ſtill greater 
attachment to the common principles of 
chriſtianity. All chriſtians, notwiths 
ſtanding this great difference, and many 
other relatively important differences of 
opinion, hold all that is moſt effential in 
common. For whatever they may think 
concerning the perſon of Chriſt, all chriſ- 
tians believe the divinity of his miſſion, 
the 
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the reality of his miracles, of his death, 
reſurrection, and aſcenſion. None of them 
have any doubt with reſpect to his ſecond 
coming, to raiſe the dead, to judge the 
world, and to give to every man according 


to his works, in a future ſtate of exiſtence. 


And theſe articles of faith are all that are 
of much practical uſe, ſupplying motives 
for the due diſcharge of our duty in this 
life, and thereby preparing us for ano- 
ther and a better, | | 
Reſpect then all chriſtians as ſuch, and 
as you have opportunity, make yourſelves 
maſters of the rational evidences of your 
religion, that, as the apoſtle ſays, you 
may be akoays ready to give a reaſon of the 
hope that is in you with meekneſs and fear, 
that is, in a modeſt and reſpectful manner. 


And it is, my brethren, for the honour of 


unitarians, that no other denomination of 
chriſtians have ſtood forth as they have 


done in the defence of chriſtianity, eſpe- 


cially of late years, when infidelity has 


reared its head in a manner unknown in 
former times. 


Indeed, my brethren, we have a peculiar 
B advantage 
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advantage in our principles for the defence 
of chriſtianity with rational unbelievers, 


becauſe they are unqueſtionably ſuch as 


are more conſonant to reaſon than thoſe of 
other chriſtians, We have nothing to do 
with the great, the inſuperable difficulty of 
reconciling to the common ſenſe of man- 
kind, how 7hree divine perſons can make 
only one God, how a God of infinite good- 
neſs and mercy ſhould require an infinite 
ſatisfaction for the ſins of imperfect man, 
or with maintaining the plenary inſpiration 
of all the books which contain the records 
of our religion. We can therefore allow 
much to our advetſaries, without loſing 
any real advantage in the ſtrength of our 
arguments. 8 

We confine ourſelves to the hiſtorical 
proof of the miracles which prove the di- 
vine miſſions of Moſes and of Jeſus. And 
this being done, all other difficulties may 
be ſafely left to future diſcuſſion. If the 


miracles were really wrought, our religion 


is of God, having the ſanction of the au- 


thor of nature, who alone can have the 
power of controlling its laws, and whether 
we 
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we can anſwer any particular objection or 
not, we cannot be at liberty to give up our 
faith; but muft content ourfelves with 
acquieſcing in them, as we are obliged to 
do with reſpect to many fimilar difficulties, 
which occur in the conſideration of the 
conftitution of nature, and the eyents of 
common providence, but which a cloſer 
examination helps us to reconcile ourfelves 
to more and more. Let us, then, by all 
means take the advantage which our pe- 
culiar principles give us in the defence of our 
common chriſtianity, and do that for thofe 
whot arrogantly appropriate to themſelves 
the appellation of or7hodox, which they are 
unable to do for themſelves, at the fame. 
time 'that we have that charity for them 
which they have not for us. 

F cannot forbear expreſſing my ſatis- 
faction in another important conſequence: 
which cannot fail to accrue from your 
forming yourſelves into a ſociety, and 
Having all chriſtian ordinances, and every 
thing that is eſſential to a chriſtian church, 
within yourſelves, without waiting for the 
aſſiſtance of ally who are called regular 
| mniflerts 
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miniſters. By this means you cut up by 
the roots a miſerable ſuperſtition, by which 
the chriſtian world has been too long en- 
ſlaved; almoſt all chriſtians having been 
led to think that there is ſomething pecu- 
liarly /acred in the character of ſuch mi- 
niſters, ſomethingimparted to them by their 
forms of ordination, without which their 
adminiſtration of chriſtian ordinances, and 
eſpecially that of the Lord's Supper, is 
not valid. 

If this validity conſiſt in their . 


any good effect, leading to juſt ſentiments, 


and a ſuitable conduct, I hope it will ſoon. 
appear that all chriſtian ordinances are as 
valid when adminiſtered by you, who are 
called lahmen, as by any clergy, of what- 
ever denomination, Epiſcopalian or Preſ- 
byterian. The fulleſt proof of this it is in 
your power, my brethren, to give; and 1 
doubt not you will do it, by the uniform 


regularity of your lives; and 1t 1s the ex- 


cellent and rational rule of our Saviour, to 
Judge of the tree by its fruit. If you main- 


tain habitual piety to God, benevolence to 
man, and a due government of your appe- 


tites 


. 

tites and paſſions, there will remain no 
queſtion about the right adminiſtration of 
ordinances. In theſe things it is that 
true religion alone conſiſts. For what 
doth the Lord our God require of us, but to 
do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
before him. Only conduct yourſelves like 
good men, and good chriſtians, ſhow the 
effect of chriſtian principles, and there 
cannot be any doubt with reſpect to the 
cauſe which produced it. 

If any perſons will pretend to an inviſible 
operation of chriſtian ordinances, which 
can only be imparted in the adminiſtration 
of them by miniſters regularly ordained, let 
them give proof of it by more viſible effect; 
by their ſuperior holineſs, and not by 
mere pretences. Let them manifeſt their 
ſuperior holineſs, not by their auſterity 
and mortifications, ſtill leſs by their 
virulent cenſures of others, but by ſome- 
thing of which all the world can judge, by 
its ſuperior happy effect on their tempers, 
diſpoſitions, and lives. The inquiry at 
the laſt day will not be in what manner, or 
by what means, we became what the goſpel 
requires, 


N 
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requires, but whether we really have be- 
come ſo; whether we have been poſſeſſed 
of the true chriſtian character, and whether 
it was manifeſt by its proper effects; 
whether we have denied all ungodlineſs and 
worldly luſts, and have lived righteouſly, 
foberly, and piouſh, in' this preſent world, 
Excuſe me if I, who am an old man, 
adviſe thoſe. of you more eſpecially who 
are young (as with much pleafure' I ſee 
the greater part of you are) to have parti- 
cular reſpect to this great object of the 
goſpel; and to conſider every thing elſe, 
the belief and profeſſion of unitarianiſm, 
and even of chriſtianity itſelf, as only ſub- 
ſervient to this, as a means to an end, 
Yau live in an enſnaring as well as a cen- 
ſorious world, and divine providence is 
not to be complained of on this account. 
Much as we lament the numerous vices, 
and confequent, miſery, of mankind, they 
contribute to furniſh us, as far as we can 
judge, with the very beſt means of forming 
excellent characters. They make the vir- 
tues of ſelf- command, eircumſpection, 


and fortitude, peculiarly neceſſary. Our 


| Saviour 
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Saviour himſelf was made perfect through 
ſuffering. The unreaſonable malevolence, 
and violence of ſome men, exerciſe our 
patience, forbearance, meekneſs, gene- 
roſity, and every diſtinguiſhing chriſtian 
virtue, The more we ſee the minds of 
others engroſſed with the things of this 
world, as we cannot but at the ſame time 
ſee the unhappy effect of it, the conſtant 
anxiety and miſery they occaſion to them- 
ſelves and others by that diſpoſition, and 
the conduct to which it leads, the more 
attentive ſhould we be to guard againſt it, 
and to cultivate a ſpirit of heavenly mind- 
edneſs; to ſet our aſections not on things on 
the earth, but on things above, where Chrift 
fitteth on the right hand of God; remem- 
bering that if we be really chriſtians, we 
are only pilgrims and ſtrangers here below, 
and properly citizens of heaven, and that 
therefore we ſhould not make ourſelves 
anxious about laying up 7reaſurcs on earth, | 
ſubject to numerous diſtreſſing accidents, 
but in heaven, and that where our __ 
16, there ſhould our heart be alſa. 
The buſineſs of this life muſt, no doubt; 


be 
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be done, and according to the apoſtolic 
advice, we muſt not be Holhful in doing it; 
and he that is unwilling to work ſhould 
not eat. It is the juſt, but the wiſe and 
benevolent ſentence of our maker, that in 
the ſweat of our brows we muſt eat bread. 
But we muſt not confine our attention to 
theſe things. We ought not to labour ſo 
much for the bread which periſhes, as for 
that which, our Saviour ſays, endureth to 
everlaſting life. | 

There is little danger of exceſs in this, 
ſince the things that are ſeen have an unſpeak- 
able advantage over thoſe that are wn/een, 
though the former are but temporal, and the 
latter eternal. But it becomes rational be- 
ings, capable of reflection, to oppoſe faith 
to /ight, in order to give the things which 
will certainly take place in future, the ſame 
weight and influence as if they were pre- 
ſent, which in due time they will be. 

Itis the peculiaradvantage of chriſtianity, 
that it tends to enlarge the mind, by extend- 
ing theforeſight of man. The true chriſtian 
lives, as the apoſtle ſays, by faith, and not 
by jght. Thus, though God be inviſible, the 


chriſtian 
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chriſtian lives as if he conſtantly ſaw him. 
He ſees God in every thing, and he ſees 
every thing in God, orin its relation to him. 
Moreeſpecially, his frequent contemplation 
on the ſecond coming of Chriſt, and the 
ſtate of things which will commence at that 
greateſt of all events, makes him conſider 
it as if it was near at hand; and in conſe- 
quence of this, the things of time and ſenſe 
make but little impreſſion upon him; the 
attention that he habitually gives to things 
of greater moment, eſpecially whenhe with- 
_ draws himſelf from the buſtle and the faſci- 
nating influence of the world, to give ſcope 
to religious meditation, infinitely over- 
powering any effect they can have upon his 
mind; and in conſequence of it he has a 
joy, a ſerene, conſtant ſource of joy, ſuch 
as the world can neither give nor take away. 
It is, as the apoſtle ſays, a joy unſpeakable 
and full of glory. | 
But you muſt even bear in mind that ſo 
great an end as this is not to be gained with- 
out the uſe of proper and adequate means. 
Inordertocultivate this chriſtian and devout 
temper to advantage, you muſt ſometimes - 
0 1 


* of being frequently reminded of them ; as 
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retire from the world, and ſhut your eyes to 
its various allurements. You muſt find 
leiſure for religious meditation, and the 
reading of ſuch books as inculcate chriſtian 
principles, and more eſpecially the ſcrip- 
tures, with which you cannot make your- 
ſelves too well acquainted. You ought to 
have their infinitely valuablecontents almoſt 
by heart; and the more you read them, the 


more will you be charmed with the excel- 


lent ſpirit which the writers breathe, and 
by this means you will catch the ſame, and 
beanimated by it, as they were, 

I hope you will never fail in a regular 
attendance on the duties of public worſhip, 
at leaſt every Lord's day; as the apoſtle 
exhorts all chriſtians, not 10 forſale the aſſem- 
bling of yourſebves together. The happy 
effect of this practice you muſt have found 
by your. own experience. We ſee that ar- 
dour in any common cauſe, even civil and 
political, is always kept up, and inflamed, 
by ſimilar means. Beſides, no perſon is ſo ' 
well informed with reſpect to his princi- 
ples, or his duty, as not to find the benefit 


the 
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the apoſtle Peter ſays (2 Pet. x. 12) Where- 
fore I will not be negligent to put you ahways 
in remembrance of theſe things, though ye know 
them, and be eftabliſhed in the preſent truth. 

In conſequence of the neglect of theſe 
mechanical means, as they may be called, 
of omitting public and private devotion, 
and the reading of the ſcriptures, living 
wholly in the world, converſing with the 
men of the world, and always about the 
things of the world, you will neceſſarily 
become worldly minded, like them. Your 
minds will become debaſed by low occupa- 
tions, and heavenly things, and the thoughts 
of religion, will become irkſome to you. 
You will even inſenſibly contract a preju- 
dice againſt it, be glad of any pretence for 
throwing it aſide, and at length perhaps 
take your place in he ſeat of the ſcorner, 
taking delight in drawing others into the 
ſame ſtate with yourſelves. 

Mi this age every perſon who is at preſent 
ſenſible of the value of religion ſhonld be 
jealous over himſelf, and aſſiduouſly culti- | 
vate a religious and chriſtian temper, by 
every proper means, and more eſpecially 

1 


( 20 ) 
thoſe perſons whoſe buſineſs leads them into 
the world, and of courſe expoſes them to 
temptation. With ſome, trials from this 
ſource are very great. But let ſuch always 
bear in mind the advice of the apoſtle, Stand 
faſt in the faith, and the aſſurance of our 
Saviour, that he who endureth to the end, the 
ſame ſhall be ſaved. If firmneſs in almoſt 
any cauſe be the ſubject of praiſe, firmneſs 
in the beſt of cauſes is ſurely intitled to it; 
and whatever the world may ſay of us, the 
man who ſecures the approbation of his 
own mind, that of the men who are moſt 
worthy of his eſteem, and eſpecially that of 
his maker, will not be much affected by 
it. He will rather, with the apoſtles, rejorce 
that he is counted worthy to ſuffer ſhame, as 
well as to incur any other inconvenience, 
in ſo glorious a cauſe, What is the cenſure 
of the profane and irreligious part of the 
world, when weighed againſt the ſentence 
of our final judge, Well done good and faithful 
it ſervant, enter thou into the joy of thy Lord! 
| f ] ſhall take the farther liberty to adviſe 


j | you, not only as individuals, but as mem- 
| 
| 


bers of a chriſtian church, to attend to the 
religious 


at 
religious inſtruction of yourchildren. There 
is no church regularly conſtituted, and whoſe 
affairs are well conducted, in which there 
is not ſome expreſs proviſion for catechiſing 
the children belonging to it. Some parents 
are inattentive to this important duty, ſome 
are not qualified to conduct it properly, and 
all parents will give more attention to it in 
private, when it is known that the effect of 
it will appear in public, Appoint then out 
of your body thoſe who are moſt able and 
willing to undertake the conduct of this bu- 
ſineſs. I have myſelf had much experience 
in this way, and you will ſee the plans that 
I found to be moſt effectual for the purpoſe 
in the preface to a ſermon which I delivered 
at Hackney, on accepting the paſtoral office 
of that place. I need not ſay any thing in 
this place of the great importance of reli- 
gious inſtruction. You cannot look abroad 
without ſeeing the lamentable effects of the 
want of it, in the ignorance and rudeneſs, I 
may add the profaneneſs, of too many chil- 
dren and young perſons ; andnothing contri- 
butes ſo much to civilization, and the general 
prevalenceof decentand pleaſing behaviour, 
as religious inſtruction, Laſtly, 


[008-3 


Laſtly, as many of you are, like myſelf, 
refugees from England, from which we 
were driven by a ſpirit hoſtile to liberty, 
civil and religious; let me congratulate you, 
and myſelf, on the aſylum we have found 
here; and whether you chuſe to be natu- 
ralized in this country, or with myſelf to 
continue in the ſituation of ſtrangers, ſeek 
the peace, and reſpect the governors, of 
it. And permit me to obſerve, that what- 
ever opinion we may form of public mea- 
ſures, it does not become ſtrangers, or 
new comers, to take any active part in the 
affairs of it; nor do I in the leaſt ſuſpect 
that any of you have done ſo. Let our 
behaviour ſhow that we aredeſerving of pro- 
tection, if of no other encouragement; and 
let us give what aſſiſtance we can to others, 
who, like ourſelves, have been obliged to 
leave their native country, but in leſs fa- 
vourable circumſtances than we have done. 

Let us alſo look back to Europe with 
our beſt wiſhes and prayers for the welfare 

of its inhabitants. There the times are 
critical, and extremely calamitous; and 
there is but too great a proſpect of their be- 

| coming 
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e 
coming more ſo. I cannot help being per- 
ſuaded that we are on the eve of the ac- 


compliſhment of ſome very remarkable 


prophecies, which announce convulſions 
of the moſt tremendous nature, perhaps 
the very time to which our Saviour alluded, 
when he ſaid, the ſun womd be darkened, 
and the moon not give. ben light; when the 
ars ſhould fall from heaven, and the powers 
of the heavens ſhould be ſhaken, after which 
will appear the gn of the fon of man in 
heaven. Matt. xxiv. 29, &c. This ac- 
count of thoſe appearances in the heavens, 
is not to be interpreted literally. Accord- 
ing to all commentators on the ſcriptures, 
they ſignify great revolutions in the civil 


ſtate of the world, the ſubverſion of eſtab- 


liſhed governments, and more eſpecially 
the monarchical ones, at leaſt thoſe into 
which the Roman empire was. reſolved, 


and which are typified in the prophecies 


by the image of zhe bzaft 201th ten horns, and 
which is ſaid to be devoted to deſtruction. 

Let us contemplate the great ſcene that 
feems to be opening before us with awe, 


but at the ſame time with ſecret hope and 
Joy 3 
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joy; ſince it is to terminate in the &;ngdoms 


of this world becoming the kingdoms of Our 


Lord Feſus,Chrift, a ſtate of things in which 
will be the reign of truth, of righteouſneſs, 


and of ꝓeace; when nation ſhall no more riſeup 
againſt | nation, , and n 50 0 learn war 


no more. 
But the ſtate 6f things previous to this 


happy period, beſides being always de- 


ſcribed as peculiarly. calamitous, is alſo 
ſaid to be diſtinguiſhed by the prevalence 
of vice and irreligion. When Chriſt ſhall 


return, he intimates that he will not find 


much. 1 faith in the earth; And ſurely never 
was infidelity, Joined with profligacy, both 


as cauſe and effect, ſo prevalent as it is at 
this day: In theſe circumſtances; when the 


love of many waxes cold, our zeal ſhould 
burn with a brighter flame. Let us do what 
we can to ſtem the overwhelming torrent. 
And with whatever ſucceſs our labours may 


be crowned, they will 207 be in vain in the 5 


Lord. We ſlrall have delivered our own ſouls. 
And oben our Lord ſhall return, and. take an 
account of his faithful ſervants, We pal not be 
edges be - Loh him” at his coming. 6-99 
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